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who worked for him in their cottage homes.    In the eyes of
the clothiers the system had the twofold advantage, that it
enabled them to obtain cheaper labour and to evade the
control of the gild authorities.    But it provoked the jealousy
of the urban craftsmen, whose opportunities for employment
were proportionately diminished.    In 1464, for example, the
carders, spinners, weavers and fullers of Northampton raised
an outcry that cloth-makers put their work into the hands of
workers who  dwelt  outside the  franchisex.    Accordingly
many of the towns sought to crush the rivalry of rural
artisans, and to protect their industrial population from
4 foreign' competition, by forbidding the burgesses to give
employment to country folk.    As early as the thirteenth
century Winchester enjoined that no citizen should manu-
facture  burel  cloth   outside  the   city2.    Bristol  at  first
permitted woollen cloth to be woven in country districts,
provided it was afterwards inspected by the authorities to
ensure the proper dimensions, but in 1381 the licence was
withdrawn3.    Norwich (1421) decided that no inhabitant
should employ any weaver or fuller, who did not dwell or
ply his craft within the city *; while at Coventry ' no man
nor woman ' was to put out cloth to be woven in the country
(1518), and no yarn might be sent outside the town (1549)
to be worked up in the country5.    We are left in no doubt
as to the motive of these prohibitions, which is set forth in
the ordinances of Worcester (1467):  "And that no citizen
. . . put out any wool in hurting of the said city or in hinder-
ing of the poor commonalty of the same, where there be persons
enough ... to dye,  card or spin,  weave or cloth-walk
within  the  city, to  any manner  [of] person  or persons
foreign " *.    It is necessary to lay stress upon the fact that
the industrial conflict of town and country is earlier than the
1 Records of Northampton, i. 303.
*  Archaeological Journal, ix. 77.
9 Little Red Booh of Bristol, ii. 5, 7.
*  Records of Norwich, ii. 86.
6 Coventry Leet Book, iii. 661, 791. In 1530 no cloth was to be fulled by
non-inhabitants : ibid, iii. 704. This was repeated in 1536 : ibid, iii. 723.
6 Smith, English Gilds, 383. The prohibition against sending out
yarn was repeated in 1540 : Victoria County History, Worcestershire, ii.